Effective Presentation Skills
Be prepared!

· Write out what you’re going to say, don’t wing it

· Rehearse, rehearse, rehearse – stand in front of the mirror and practice, stand in front of your parents and practice, practice as a whole group so you have transitions down (Know who is going first, second, and so on…)
· Practice with your technology beforehand so that you know it will play (all videos buffered and ready to go, music works, etc.)

Be vocal!
· Project your voice

· Avoid “um,” “like,” “and stuff” or any other fillers

· Be professional – avoid giggling, saying the word “awkward” – that’s awkward, or arguing with your group in front of the audience

· Be positive – smile, tell stories, be proud of your work

Be visible!
· Stand in front of the group with confidence and great posture – no sitting, slouching, leaning, wiggling, leaping, etc.

· Do not barricade yourself behind a podium or at the side of the room near the technology – one person can be back there while others are speaking, then that person should move front and center when he or she is “on”

· Make eye contact (or fake eye contact) with your audience

Be professional!
· Be on time.  In fact, be early.  Showcase starts at 6 p.m. – be there at least 10 minutes early.

· Dress professionally – we recommend business casual, but it would also be appropriate to wear a “group uniform” – like a group t-shirt and khakis/jeans or all wear AHS t-shirts and khakis/jeans.  NO shorts, hoochie-koochie skirts, strapless or spaghetti-strap dresses, flip flops, or t-shirts that are unrelated to your “group uniform” 

· Interact with the audience – welcome people as they come in, greet your group expert and thank them for coming, thank your parents and community members for supporting you
