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       Think globally; 
problem-solve locally; 

      act neighborly
Driving Questions:  How can we address global issues at the local level?  Who are Austin’s problem-solvers, pot-stirrers, and visionaries, and how can we follow their lead to take action, enact change, or give voice to the voiceless?  Do teenagers have voice?  Do teenagers have power?

TG-PLAN:  An interdisciplinary, project-based, service-learning adventure designed for 10th graders in the Academy for Global Studies at Stephen F. Austin High School – our Spring Thing, 2018.





Project Overview:





Students will collaborate with TGPLAN team members in order to…


Determine a topic of interest


Create a driving question


Locate/gather valid resources


Conduct initial research


Brainstorm potential solutions


Draft action plans


Assess potential  impact 


Craft a project proposal


Interview experts


Implement “take action” plan


Create an advocacy project that persuades an audience


Reflect  on the service-learning experience and impact


Communicate to experts and community members about the experience





Culminating Activities/Tasks:


As a GROUP, you will take action and present your plan on a Community Showcase Night in April


As an INDIVIDUAL, you will write essays and create an advocacy product based on 


the issue researched.





Assessment:  This project impacts grades in all classes.




















First Steps:





Learning Expedition Inspiration:


Visit the Bribri indigenous people of Costa Rica in order to take action and impact the world on a global level.  By planting trees, collecting trash, painting walls and fences, and /or interacting with the elderly, you will tackle both environmental and social issues.  During the Think Tank you’ll brainstorm global issues that affect your local community so that you can make a longer-lasting impact.


 


Creating a Group Dynamic:


Groups will be formed through World History class (approx. 5 people in a group).  Groups will be formed based on your interest in social or environmental issues. To create well-balanced groups, each team should have both genders represented. The collaborative nature of this project will emphasize clear communication, consensus-building, and establishing ground rules for decision-making.   Group members will take on roles according to strengths and interests; each group will be assigned an AGS teacher as a Project Adviser.





Selecting a topic:


Consider one of these two categories for impacting global issues through a service-learning project and advocacy:





ENVIRONMENTAL:  sustainable resources, water management/equity, nature and animal conservation, waste management, pollution, innovative farming, urban design, etc.





SOCIAL: poverty, hunger, education, social justice, homelessness, needs/rights of specific groups, literacy, immigration, etc.




















